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Pnor to examining this application on the merits, please add the following claims 22-32: 

1 2* A test tube, comprising: 

a^^vofun^constn.ctioncomprisinganendoseds^wanandantaegra.bono™ 

AS s onto said planar exterior surfaee tourney »* «. tube, 

ft? 

; 2 3. The test tube of elaim 22, wherein said opaqne eoat.ng comprrses: 

a firs, .ayer of Ugh, eoiored opauue materia, depos.ted onto said planar exterior surfaee; 


2 

3 and 

4 
5 


a seeond iayer of dark eo.ored opaque materia! deposited onto said firs, layer, with select 


1 24. The test tube of claim 22 wherein said machine readable data is encoded by 

2 exposing said coating to a coherent light source. 

1 25. The test tube of claim 23 wherein said machine readable data is encoded by 

2 removing selected portions of said second layer to expose underlying portions of said first layer. 
! 26. The test tube of claim 25 wherein the selected portions of said second layer are 
2 removed by exposure to a coherent light source. 

1 27. The test tube of claim 23 wherein said first layer is white and said second layer is 

2 black. 

! 28. The test tube of claims 23 or 27 wherein said first and second layers comprise metal 

2 foils. 

! 29. A method of manufacturing a test tube, comprising the steps of: 

1 2 providing a tube body of unitary construction comprising an enclosed sidewall with and 

: «y open top and an integral bottom with a planar exterior surface; 

applying an opaque coating to said planar exterior surface; and 

S encoding machine readable data within said opaque coating. 

1 30. The method of claim 29 wherein the application of said opaque coating comprises 

2 the steps of: 

3 a) depositing a firs, layer of opaque material onto said planar exterior surface; and 
b) depositing a second layer of opaque material onto said first layer, wherein said first 

5 and second layers are of contrasting colors. 


31. The method of claim 30 wherein said first and second layers comprises metal foils 
deposited by hot stamping. 

32. The method of claim 29 wherein said machine readable data is encoded by exposing 
selected portions of said opaque coating to a coherent light source. 
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